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India at UNFCCC COP 25
•	 India’s Statement at the 25th session of Conference of Parties under the UN framework convention of Climate 

Change (UNFCCC COP 25), in Madrid, Spain on 10 December, 2019.

Know! the steps taken by the government of India (statement by MoEF&CC)
•	 India has reduced emissions intensity of GDP by 21 percent and is on track to achieve the goal of 35% emissions 

reduction as promised in Paris.

•	 175 GigaWatts targets for renewable under the Paris Agreement and India has already achieved 83 Giga 
Watts. The renewable energy target subsequently increased to 450 Giga Watts at the recent UN Climate Action 
Summit.

•	 To simultaneously progress on solar, biomass and wind energy. We have put carbon tax on coal production at the 
rate of Dollars 6 per tonne. Even with 36 parties represented in Parliament, we could achieve this unanimously.

•	 The headline is that a commercial flight was operated on 100 percent biofuel and we are targeting blending of 
20% ethanol in petrol by 2030.

•	 We have leapfrogged from Bharat Standard IV to Bharat Standard VI for vehicle emission norms and from 1 
April, 2020, vehicles will be BS VI compliant.

•	 360 million LED bulbs have been fitted in homes, and 10 million conventional street lights have been replaced 
with LED lights. There is also a strong push for use of e- vehicles by introducing multiple policy interventions 
and incentives.

•	 We have provided 80 million LPG gas connections replacing conventional firewood cooking stoves. 

•	 Our cooling action plan and adaptation plan are working well and will achieve our targets.

•	 We have promised the creation of additional carbon sinks of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon equivalent through 
increasing green cover. In the last five years, our green cover has increased by 15,000 sq. km. 

•	 We are undertaking special projects like urban forests, school nursery, agroforestry, water and fodder 
augmentation in the forest area.

•	 India prioritises adaptation as an integral part of climate actions. Therefore, India will be investing about 50 
million dollars in water conservation. 

•	 India has taken up a target for restoration of 26 million of degraded land by 2030 during the 14th COP of UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification in Delhi. This is one of the largest programs in the world to ensure carbon 
sink in land resources.

•	 100% neem coating of urea fertilizer is appreciated by the world and 170 million soil health cards are taking 
care of the soil health, thus creating more carbon sinks.

•	 Internationally, we launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure which is a partnership to 
support countries through knowledge exchange and provide technical support on developing disaster and 
climate resilient infrastructure.

Additional Information
•	 The government is working towards increasing the share of nature gas from around 6% at present to 15% in the 

energy mix by 2030.

•	 India is also developing One Nation One Gas grid cross country pipelines, rapid expansion of LNG infrastructure. 
City gas distribution network is being expanded to cover more than 70% of the population.

•	 Government plans to blend 20% ethanol in petrol by 2030.

•	 Government also plans to blend 5% of bio-diesel in diesel by 2030.
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BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India and China) Ministerial Joint Statement at UNFCCC COP 25
•	 The BASIC Ministerial Joint Statement at the 25th session of Conference of Parties under the UN framework 

convention of Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 25), in Madrid. Spain.

Know! the Highlights
•	 The central mandate of COP 25 is to prepare the way for the full implementation of the Paris Agreement in the 

post-2020 period building upon the climate action efforts under the Convention and its Protocol. 

•	 They further stated that the progress on the pre-2020 agenda will be the benchmark of success for this COP.

•	 The Paris Agreement, adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, represents 
a key milstone in the progressive development of multilateralism to enable the international community to 
collectively address climate change, which is of pressing global concern.

•	 The Ministers stressed that this achievement will be defended and built upon and called upon the international 
community to focus on the comprehensive and faithful implementation of the Paris Agreement. 

 Ministers underlined that COP 25 should achieve outcomes as follows:

 1. To conclude the negotiations related to article 6 of the Paris Agreement;

 2. To mandate a 2-year Work Programme under SBI to assess the pre-2020 progress and gaps, with a view to 
making the necessary arrangements to fill those gaps;

 3. To urge developed country Parties to fulfil their commitments on providing finance, technology development 
and transfer and capacity-building support to developing countries;

 4. To interpret and implement the provisions of the Paris Agreement in a holistic and faithful manner.

•	 Ministers underscored the importance of concluding the discussions on Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, in 
accordance with the mandates and principles set out in the Agreement and the accompanying decision, including 
ensuring environmental integrity.

•	 A decision on Article 6. Including its governance and a smooth transition from the Clean Development Mechanism 
would preserve the integrity and credibility of the multilateral system and send a strong message to the private 
sector on their engagement and crucial role in achieving the objectives of the agreement.

•	 Any unilateral measures and discriminatory practices that could result in market distortion and aggravate 
trust deficit amongst Parties must be avoided.

•	 The Ministers expressed grave concern regarding the current imbalance in the negotiations amongst 195 Parties 
the of Paris Agreement

•	 There has been a lack of progress on the pre-2020 Agenda, adaptation and issues related to means of 
implementation support, in the form of climate finance, technology transfer and capacity building support, which 
is essential to empower developing countries to contribute their best effort to the international community’s 
collective response to climate change. This imbalance needs to be immediately rectified, in the interests of a 
successful conference outcome and achieving the global goals in the Paris Agreement. 

•	 Ministers reiterated that ambition of Parties is measured first and foremost by the implementation of its 
commitments. Commitments made by developed countries in the pre-2020 period must be honoured, because 
the completion of the pre-2020’ Agenda is of critical importance in building the basis for mutual trust and 
ambition in the post-2020 period.

•	 The pre-2020 gaps with regard to mitigation, adaptation, means of implementation and reporting by developed 
countries must be assessed and closed, without transferring any burden to developing countries. The pre- 2020 
Agenda will be concluded when the pre-2020 ambition gaps have been closed and not at the end of this conference. 
The ambitious implementation of developed countries’ commitments to provide support to developing countries 
is a precondition to any discussion on progression of current commitments. 

•	 Ministers underscored that the periodic review of the long-term global goal under the Convention and of overall 
progress towards achieving it, is a mechanism with clear mandates under the UNFCCC and an important 
process that reaffirms the Convention as the preeminent international forum for addressing climate change. 

BASIC countries contributing significantly to global efforts in combating climate change.
•	 In 2018, China reduced carbon dioxide emissions per unit of GDP by 45.8% from 2005 levels, as well as increased 

the share of non-fossil fuels in primary energy consumption to 14.3%.
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•	 South Africa has recently implemented a carbon tax and announced a massive renewable energy program in 
its latest electricity plan. India has already achieved a 21% reduction in emission intensity of GDP in 2014 
compared to 2005 levels, thereby achieving its pre-2020 voluntary target.

•	 In 2015, Brazil had already achieved a 58% emission reduction relative to the business as usual scenario set for 
its NAMAs, thereby overachieving its target of 36%- 39% reductions set for 2020.

•	 BASIC countries have already set forth climate policies and contributions reflecting our highest possible 
ambition, above and beyond our historical responsibilities. The time for action is now, and not next year or 
thereafter.

Kayakalp: Transforming Public Health Facilities
•	 Kayakalp initiative of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare began in 2015 with the aim of improving 

infrastructure upkeep, hygiene and sanitation, and infection control practices in Central Government institutions 
and public health facilities in all the States and UTs.

Know! the highlights of the scheme
•	 Health facilities are assessed and scored on a number of parameters, and every year the highest-scoring facilities 

at each level receive recognition though Kayakalp Awards that carry cash, apart from the citation.

•	 The scheme has resulted in significant improvement in the level of the cleanliness, hygiene, and infection 
control practices at public healthcare facilities and has inculcated a culture of ongoing assessment and peer 
review to promote hygiene, cleanliness, and sanitation. 

•	 Kayakalp has not only been able to facelift the public health facilities but has made significant contributions 
towards moulding the behavioural practices of the public.

•	 This paradigm shift is well reflected in the number of “satisfied” patients as reported through “Mera Aspataal 
‘’, an ICT-based patient feedback system. Kayakalp made a modest beginning in its first year with assessing 
only the District Hospitals (DH). Subsequently, within a span of three years, all the Sub District Hospitals, 
Community Health Centres, and Primary Health Centres (Rural and Urban) have also been brought under its 
ambit.

•	 Kayakalp has now been introduced to Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres (ABHWCs). Also, in 
order to ensure that “voice of patients, the health clients” is heard and their feedback is obtained for each of the 
facilities visited by them, the data of ‘Mera Aspataal’ household toilets have been Kayakalp scoring for DHs.

•	 In the current year, for holistic and comprehensive improvement across the health sector, the Kayakalp scheme 
has been extended to the private sector health facilities. Quality Council of India (QCI) through its constituent 
National Accreditation Board for Hospital & Healthcare Providers (NABH) conducted Kayakalp assessment in 
the private hospitals. 

•	 The assessments were conducted as per the Kayakalp guidelines established by MoHFW encompassing 
parameters viz. hospital/facility upkeep, sanitation and hygiene, waste management, infection control, hospital 
support services, and hygiene promotion. QCI conducted Kayakalp assessments in 653 private hospitals pan 
India within a duration of two months.

•	 MoHFW has also used the platforms of Village Health Sanitation and Nutrition Committees (VHSNCs) under 
the National Health Mission and Mahila Arogya Samitis (MAS) under the National Urban Health Mission 
(NUHM) to promote sanitation in the vulnerable urban communities.

•	 Not only healthcare professionals or health departments, MoHFW has worked on inter- ministerial collaboration 
for hygiene and sanitation. 

•	 Leveraging the momentum achieved under Kayakalp, MoHFW and Ministry of Jal Shakti started an integrated 
scheme, the “Swachh Swasth Sarvatra” in December 2016. Under this initiative, resources have been provided 
to CUCs located in Open Defecation Free (ODF) blocks which are yet to meet the Kayakalp criteria. In 2019, the 
country’s three best PHCs under Kayakalp from Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, and Karnataka were also felicitated 
by Ministry of Jal Shakti.

•	 Efforts made under Kayakalp and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan have been well recognised by the WHO as well, 
which mentions that nearly all (97%) DHs now have some or the other form of proper waste management. 

•	 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan along with Kayakalp has given thrust to the country’s efforts to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goal 3 (Good health and well- being) and Goal 6 (Clean water and sanitation) respectively.
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•	 As reported by the WHO, it is expected that Swachh Bharat Abhiyan will result in averting more than 3,00,000 
deaths (diarrhoea and protein-energy malnutrition) between 2014 and October 2019. More than 14 million 
DALYs (Disability Adjusted Life Years) are estimated to be avoided (diarrhoea and protein energy malnutrition) 
between 2014 and October 2019.

•	 The achievements under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan are applaudable. As many as one crore household toilets 
have been built since its launch in October 2014, almost 6 lakhs villages have been declared ODF villages and 
35 States/UTs too are now ODF.

Way forward
•	 The initiative has been able to create a ripple of improvement in the public health sector and has been possible 

because of the collaborative efforts of all States. This being said, the overall activities to maintain hygiene 
have now developed into a habit, sustaining a Kayakalp certification or an ODF certification has led to people 
practicing hygiene practices in their daily lives.

Water Management – Building a Resilient Nation
While the country has been declared to be free from the practice of open defecation, it is pertinent to 
continue looking at the necessity for faecal sludge and septage management, without which the quality 
and safety of drinking water may be affected negatively. It is important that Governments at all levels 
work together with local leaders and representatives who rise to become champions of the cause, so that 
resources can be synergised to gain the maximal outputs.

•	 In large part due to drastic environmental shifts, the variability in rainfall in certain regions of India has 
contributed to draught-prone conditions. At present, approximately one-third of the country is either draught 
prone or under desert areas.

•	 This has increased the vulnerability of communities dependent on agriculture and demands on the local water 
sources leading to resource mismanagement and geological distress.

•	 Subsequently, water is contaminated from over-exploitation, and the situation is compounded when communities 
lack necessary knowledge, infrastructure, and services to maintain environmental health standards related to 
water safety planning.

W-SHARP
•	 Women-led Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Resilient Practice Project‘ or W-SHARP was implemented in 2018 

to test the effectiveness of risk-informed planning driven by local contexts and communities, especially during 
lean periods, March to June, when water availability is at an all-time low.

•	 W-SHARP targeted women‘s and vulnerable families‘ participation as a core aspect of the project.
•	 The project took an innovative approach by positioning women as key change agents who charged forward in 

mobilizing their communities, local bodies, and government institution for shared causes.
•	 It ultimately provided on enabling environment for marginalized women to learn, coping strategies for the 

multitude of increasing uncertainties.
•	 One key outcome of this project was to encourage community participation in local governance and foster 

partnership with relevant government and civil society institution. 
•	 Trainings have been organized for community leaders to ensure that community uniformity and last-mile 

connectivity is achieved through community tracking ,monitoring systems of community behavior changes and 
increases convergence with service providers such as ASHAs and anganwadi workers.

Sustainable Sanitation in the Cities
Focus on creating sustainable infrastructure, systems, and processes have been the hallmark of the 
Government of India’s approach to urban sanitation in the last five years; it is to set a path for conducive 
policy support and reforms, leveraging technology for Mission implementation, robust and real-time, 
data-driven monitoring supported by third-party verifications, capacity building of municipal staff, and 
private sector participation to sustain the sanitation outcomes achieved and the momentum generated. 
institutionalising ‘swachata’. 

Urban Sanitation in India
•	 The Census (2011) revealed that 12.6% of households in Urban India were practising Open Defecation (OD). 

While this was definitely lower than the extent of OD (68%) in rural India, it was nonetheless adversely 
impacting the health of urban citizens and the overall environment.
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•	 Moreover, with only 38% coverage of septic tanks and less than 33% coverage of sewerage network in the 
country, more than 70% of the discharge from the toilets, be it from household or from community/public toilets, 
were being disposed off in an unsafe manner.

•	 A bigger cause of worry was that 75% of fresh water resource used for drinking purpose was contaminated with 
sewage contributing to 60% of total pollution load (CPCB Report, 2009).

The Cost of poor sanitation

•	 The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) place significant emphasis on sanitation, cleanliness, and hygiene. 
There is significant evidence globally that better sanitation, hygiene, and cleanliness help in effective control of 
various vector-borne diseases, parasite infections, and nutritional deficiencies.

•	 There have been studies linking cleanliness and hygiene with reduction in gastrointestinal diseases (especially 
diarrhoea), psychological issues, and allergic conditions. As per a UNICEF report (2011), almost 90% of child 
deaths from diarrhoeal diseases are directly linked to contaminated water, lack of sanitation, or inadequate 
hygiene.

•	 In addition to the impact on the communicable diseases, better sanitation leads to reduction in occurrences of 
low birth weight in babies, spontaneous abortions, and occurrences of birth defects. Studies have proved that 
improvement in sanitation and hygiene results in better health outcomes.

•	 As per the India Health Report for Nutrition Security in India (PHFI, 2015)’, the North Eastern State of Mizoram 
has reported a 13 percentage-point decline in stunting (below normal height for the age) and five percentage 
points decline in underweight children (underweight and short) between 2006 and 2014 due to improved access 
to sanitation. Improved sanitation has been shown to have significant impact not only on health, but also on 
social and economic development, particularly in developing countries. For example, an independent study 
conducted by UNICEF in India in August 2017 established that every Indian family will save about Rs. 50,000 
annually if open defecation is eliminated.

Journey to Sustainable Urban Sanitation

•	 On 2 October, 2019, Urban India became Open Defecation Free (ODF) a fitting tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on 
his 150th birth anniversary. 

•	 This historical feat achieved in only a short span of five years was remarkable, given that no Government 
programme till date had focused on the issue of urban sanitation. 

•	 In the intervening five years, not only was the sanitation objective of the Mission fulfilled, but lakhs of citizens, 
especially women, have been provided dignity and safety and significant reduction in vector borne diseases with 
consequent improvement in health parameters has been experienced, setting urban India on the path of holistic 
cleanliness.

•	 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has been implementing various Missions of the Government 
of India, viz. Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), AMRUT, Smart Cities Mission, NERUDP all of which address the 
issue of Urban sanitation. 

•	 Over the last five Cars the urban sanitation initiatives of the Government have achieved impressive success, 
with more than 99% of its cities and 35 States/UTs having become ODF (under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban). 
Other Key Enablers: Leveraging Technology, Intensive Behaviour Change & Capacity Building of ULBs

•	 In addition, MoHUA’s initiatives in urban sanitation have been complemented significantly through a variety 
of enablers, viz. Leveraging technology and ‘smart’ solutions to widen citizen outreach (e.g. Google mapping of 
public toilets, Swnchhnta app as a Citizens’ grievance redressal system on all aspects of sanitation); Robust online 
MIS and portal for real time data capture; Swachh Manch for large scale citizen engagement; Behaviour change 
initiatives (e.g., engagement of celebrities as ambassadors, mass media audio/video campaigns, swachhata 
selfie, on-ground citizen activation, etc.); and Continuous capacity building of ULBs through dissemination of 
technical advisories, providing need-based handholding support, classroom- and field visit-based workshops, etc.

Way Forward

•	 Urban India is now poised at a crucial juncture. While the sanitation situation in cities and towns has definitely 
improved, there is still a lot that remains to be done, so that all cities become truly smart and liveable.
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•	 For example, while sufficient toilets (both for individual households and community/public toilets) have been 
constructed and people have started using them instead of going out for defecation

•	 The issue of maintenance of the community/public toilets needs to be strengthened further to ensure that the 
toilets do not fall into disuse. Similarly, the issues of safe containment, transportation and disposal of faecal 
sludge and septage from toilets, as also the grey and black water from households and establishments need to 
be strengthened further if the health impacts of holistic sanitation are to be realised.

Managing Electronic Waste
Salient Features of the E-Waste (Management) Amendment Rules, 2018
•	 The e-waste collection targets under EPR have been revised and applicable since 1 October, 2017. 

•	 The phase-wise collection targets for e-waste in weight shall be 10% of the quantity of waste generation as 
indicated in the EPR Plan during 2017-18, with a 10% increase every year until 2023. After 2023 onwards, the 
target has been made 70% of the quantity of waste generation as indicated in the EPR Plan.

•	 Separate e-waste collection targets have been drafted for new producers, i.e. those producers whose number of 
years of sales operation is less than the average lives of their products. The average lives of the products will be 
as per the guidelines issued by CPCB from time to time.

•	 Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for registration to undertake activities prescribed in the Rules. Producer 
Responsibility Organisations (PROS) shall apply to the Central

•	 Under the Reduction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) provisions, cost for sampling and testing shall be borne 
by the government for conducting the RoHS test. If the product does not comply with RoHS provisions, then the 
cost of the test will be borne by the Producers.

•	 The E-Waste Management Rules 2016 have been amended vide notification G.S.R. 261(E), dated March 22, 
2018.

Role of Community Radio in Disaster Management
Community radio specialises in providing local information to the local people. It can play an important 
role in disaster risk reduction, especially in pre-disaster preparedness and mitigation through awareness 
raising that targets different community groups. 

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India is committed to develop a vibrant 
Community Radio movement through participation, involvement and ownership of the local community 
for greater information dissemination and further empowerment of people.

Community Radio Stations. 
•	 In order to promote development and social change, the Government in November 2006 implemented new 

Community Radio Guidelines permitting non-profit organizations to own and operate community radio stations. 
With the new policy in place, it opened doors for community radio as a platform for development, social change, 
and voice of the community in concern.

•	 At present there are 78 coastal districts in the country. However, all coastal districts do not have operational 
community radio stations. There are 51 operational community radio stations in 26 districts. Community radios 
are also prominently being used in Nepal, Bangladesh, and Philippines for rural development. They are equally 
popular in Canada, America, Australia, and South Africa.

•	 Community Radio in India Community Radio provides an opportunity to the community to speak about issues 
concerning their lives.

•	 In December 2002, the Government released a policy that allowed well established educational institutions to 
set.

Community Radio is useful in
•	 Speaking to communities in local languages using terms and phrases that are easily and locally understood;

•	 Providing two-way interactive social learning through listening clubs, call-in shows, and other forms of exchange;

•	 Communicating local knowledge, needs, and demands beyond the community to inform policy, research, and 
other communities;

•	 Providing the only media available to communities that have little or no access to other methods of conveying 
information and knowledge;
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•	 Bringing together people from frequently disconnected stakeholder groups such as livelihoods, community 
leaders, organisations and governance.

Community Radio and Disaster Management
•	 The presence of community radio in every phase of a disaster- disaster mitigation, preparation, early warning, 

response, recovery and revitalisation, is essential for the exchange and sharing of information and dialogue 
among residents as well as the enhancement of the community’s capability and of self-governance ability.

•	 Stories about climate and environmental change appear in the form of documentaries, interactive talk shows, 
drama and music, etc. helping communities to learn more about these impacts and share their experiences of 
responding to them.

•	 Most initiatives linking community radio and climate change are currently focusing on delivering information 
and messages to listeners about short- and medium term forecasts for farmers, alerts for extreme weather 
events, and messaging to discourage practices which degrades environmental assets.

•	 While these remain important messages for communicating local climate change adaptation, community radio 
has the potential to do much more by strengthening community voices and providing an accessible space for 
knowledge sharing between communities. Thus, the sense of empowerment that people and communities can 
feel by engaging in this way can help to build local, institutional, and organizational capacity.

•	 Community radio can play a crucial role in disaster management via assisting the community in three stages:

Pre-Disaster:
•	 In the pre-disaster stage, community radio stations can provide guidance regarding its preparedness. Information 

regarding gathering locations and safety shelters can be disseminated.

•	 Programmes regarding sanitation measures and first aid practices can be broadcast. Also, safety drills can be 
organised, educating people about emergency plans and responses. Another important task is broadcasting 
warning signals in case there is a calamity foreseen or likely to occur.

•	 Community radio holds such potential since it can reach areas and people that cannot be reached by other forms 
of communication. It breaks the barriers of literacy and economic status in bringing people together in times of 
disaster.

•	 While television networks break down almost instantly in face of natural disasters, radio carries with it the 
potential for continued functioning in such times. It can foster community’s awareness on the current situation 
in other places hit by disaster; announce forecasts, and warnings issued by the meteorological department and 
provide updates on the status of relief and rehabilitation operations.

During Disaster:
•	 At the time of a disaster, most forms of communication are disrupted barring radio signals. Community radio 

can help the community link with the relief agencies and Government control room. Two prime advantages 
of community radio are that they focus on the affected communities and the content is delivered in the local 
language. This can help in disseminating rescue operation information by location- specific stations. Also, since 
the information is in the local language/dialect it helps avoid any miscommunication.

•	 Information and announcements regarding vulnerable areas which require immediate evacuation can be 
broadcasted and the community members can be guided to safety shelters where they can access aid and rescue 
facilities. Locals can call in and provide first hand information regarding the on goings in the affected areas.

Post Disaster:
•	 This is a very crucial phase as during rehabilitation the community requires maximum support. Having a medium 

of communication in their own language or dialect can help in strengthening the morale of the community. Post-
trauma counselling and updates on relief and aid can be a part of the content being broadcasted.

•	 Guidelines regarding disposal of wastage, restoration of safe water supply and basic sanitation can be provided. 
Community radio provides an indigenous solution to a problem that is being faced at a large scale in the country 
these days. It can be an important component of rescue, relief, and rehabilitation efforts.

•	 The need is to build the capacity of operating personnel of community radio and equip them to handle and 
disseminate disaster-related information in an optimal manner. In this manner, the local community itself can 
be enabled through infrastructure and training to make use of community radio approach.

Training Community Radio Staff in Disaster Management:
•	 For effective utilisation of community radio in disaster management, it is essential that the staff members 
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should be trained in a specific and well-defined manner on disaster prevention, mitigation, and management 
communication.

•	 Several Government departments/Ministries at central and state level working on climate change and disaster 
management can join hands together to use this platform.

Conclusion:
•	 Rural areas are constantly faced with natural calamities given the environmental change. During forest fires in 

summer, landslides in monsoon, etc. these communities constantly struggle and their isolated situation doesn’t 
help the cause.

•	 Community radio has the power to organise and provide information and connect these communities to the 
much needed aid and relief. Also since the content is in the local dialect It can help curb miscommunication and 
misinformation in times of panic. Several initiatives and innovations are happening in the community radio 
front but they can serve their purpose best if integrated together.

National Voters’ Day 2020 Electoral Literacy for a Stronger Democracy
Mandate for universal equal suffrage emanates from Article 326 of the Constitution. 

The mandate was further enhanced with the Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1988 that reduced 
the voting age to 18 years.

 As per its mandate, the Election Commission made sustained efforts to enrol all eligible electors. 

On 25 January 2020. National Voter’s Day celebration is completing a decade.

Every year this day is observed at over 10 lakh locations all over the country that include polling station 
areas, Sub-divisions, divisions, district, and at State headquarters. 

National Voters’ Day (NVD) 
•	 National Voters’ Day is celebrated since 2011 to mark the Foundation day of the Election Commission of India 

(ECI), which was established on this day in the year 1950. Every vote counts in the elections.

•	 The main purpose of the celebration is to encourage, facilitate, and maximise the enrolment, especially for the 
new voters. Dedicated to the voters of the country, the day is also utilised to spread awareness for effective 
participation in the electoral process.

•	 Each year, simultaneous celebrations are organised at the National level. State level, district level down to the 
polling station level making it the largest celebration of democracy in the world.

•	 National level function is organised at New Delhi by ECI where Hon’ble President of India graces the occasion as 
Chief Guest. Awards are given away to the National, Special and Zonal recipients besides the ‘Best State Award’ 
and ‘Media Awards’ for excellence, proficiency, and innovation in electoral process and outstanding performance.

•	 NVD was initiated in 2011 by the Commission to highlight the value of vote and importance of every vote in 
democracy. NVD marks the Foundation day of Election Commission of India, which was established on this day 
in the year 1950.

NVD celebrations focus on a specific theme every year. The theme sets the tone

for the activities conducted throughout the year. 

Year wise themes are as follows;
•	 2011: Greater Participation for a Stronger Democracy

•	 2012: Women’s Registration

•	 2013: Inclusion

•	 2014: Ethical Voting

•	 2015: Easy Registration, Easy Correction

•	 2016: Inclusive and Qualitative Participation; No voter to be left behind

•	 2017: Empowering Young and Future Voters

•	 2018: Accessible Elections

•	 2010: No Voter to be Left Behind

•	 2020: Electoral Literacy for a stronger Democracy
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Electoral literacy programme:
•	 ECI launched the Electoral literacy programme under SCALP on the eve of 8th NVD and by now about 5.8 lakh 

Electoral Literacy Clubs (ELC), Chunav Pathshalas, and Voter Awareness Forums have been set up across the 
country. These forums work on the principle of engaging the target populations through hands-on experience on 
the electoral process.

•	 The ELCs operate at the level of schools, colleges, and other institutions of learning; Chunav Pathshalas 
operate at community levels; and the Voter Awareness Forums operate at the level of organisations including 
Government offices. The programme is envisaged to expand and cover all the institutions.

•	 Mandate for universal equal suffrage emanates from Article 326 of the Constitution. The mandate was further 
enhanced with the Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1988 that reduced the voting age to 18 years. As 
per its mandate, the Election Commission made sustained efforts to enroll all eligible electors. 

•	 Yet, voters’ apathy and lack of enrolment and participation of certain sections of society, especially the new 
voters (18+), was a challenge. During the Diamond Jubilee celebration in 2010, the Commission had a focused 
analysis of both, the enrolment and electoral participation, especially among the young voters.

•	 Thus as a measure of enhancing participation of citizens, especially the youth in democratic electoral process 
ECI decided to celebrate 25 January its Foundation Day, as the National Voters’ Day every year.

Key outcomes:
•	 Outcomes in terms of enrollment of voters emanating from the initiative have been encouraging. The Lok Sabha 

Elections 2019 saw a historic voter turnout of 67.47% Voter turnout had increased to a record 66.44% in 20 14 
from 58. 19% in 2009. The number of electors that was 83.4 crore on the eve of 2014 General Elections rose to 
91 crore ahead of Lok Sabha Election 2019. This is an addition of over 7.46 crore electors which included 4.07 
crore women and 3.3 crore men.

•	 Moreover, women participation also increased to a historic 66.79% in 2019 reducing the gender gap to 0.01% 
as compared to 1.46% in 2014 elections. Also, with an aim to ensure accessible elections, 62 lakh Persons with 
Disability (PwD) electors were identified.

•	 At present, about 91 crore Indian citizens are registered as voters. The Commission has demonstrated fulfillment 
of its mandate through conduct of successive elections in the country right from 1950 onwards. The strength of 
its electoral processes is seen both with awe and respect among democracies of the world. 

•	 Today, the electoral operations of India are the largest in the world as demonstrated in the Lok Sabha Election 
2019 where about 1.2 crore polling officials worked at over 10 lakh polling stations in the country.

Conclusion:
•	 A voter is the central unit of a democracy and its electoral processes. NVD connects voters with the electoral 

process and renews both, their relevance and contribution to the democracy.

•	 NVD inspires the voters, the key stakeholder in democratic polity besides other stakeholders including election 
machinery. Today NVD initiative has been institutionalized as an annual feature for celebration of democracy 
and electoral participation in the country.
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